Washington Alliance for Humane Legislation

Save Washington Pets
PO Box 2586, North Bend, Washington 98045

November 2011
Dear Member of the Veterinary Community,

We need YOUR support to help pass companion animal spay/neuter assistance bill in the
Washington State Legislature: Senate Bill 5151/House Bill 1226.

Why was this bill introduced?

e Tens of thousands of homeless cats and dogs are euthanized in our state’s shelters each
year.

e |t costs millions of dollars for local governments to handle stray and homeless animals
through animal control services and shelters. Preventing the problem through
spay/neuter surgery makes sense and saves money in the long run.

e Because intact dogs are much more likely to cause serious bite injuries, increasing the
number of dogs that are sterilized can make our communities safer.

How would it work?

This bill would help support the costs of spay/neuter surgeries for companion animals owned
by low-income individuals, and support the costs of spay/neuter surgeries for feral and free-
roaming cats.

Surgeries would be performed through a network of private, nonprofit, and local agency
spay/neuter clinics throughout Washington. Clinics choosing to participate in the program
would receive fair and reasonable compensation for services.

What can you do?
Take a few minutes to learn about the bill. We have attached a flyer, a fact sheet just for

veterinarians, and a list of the veterinarians who support the companion animal spay/neuter
legislation. We have additional information on our website: www.savewashingtonpets.org.

Please let us know that you SUPPORT passage of SB 5151/HB 1226. The proposed
spay/neuter assistance bill provides a humane and cost effective solution to the crisis of pet
overpopulation.

Contact bill advocate Rick Hall at rick@savewashingtonpets.org or by phone at 253-426-0238.
(Contact Rick if you have any questions, too.)

The mission of the Washington Alliance for Humane Legislation is to promote the passage and effective implementation of
humane animal welfare laws, regulations, and policies in Washington State and to educate the public about animal welfare issues.


http://www.savewashingtonpets.org/
mailto:rick@savewashingtonpets.org

Companion Animal Spay/Neuter Assistance
Legislation for Washington
SB 5151 /HB 1226

The Problem

» Euthanasia is not the acceptable solution to pet
overpopulation. Homelessness is the single leading
cause of death for healthy cats and dogs in the United
States. In Washington State, tens of thousands of
cats and dogs are reported euthanized in
Washington shelters each year, year after year.

» Risk of Dog Bite Injuries. Unaltered dogs have been
reported to be seven to ten times more likely to cause
bite injuries to people than altered dogs.

» Financial Cost. Millions of dollars are spent in
Washington each year to impound, care for and
euthanize unwanted dogs and cats.

The Solution

» Spay/Neuter. The most effective and humane way to reduce the number of animals dying in shelters
is a targeted, statewide spay/neuter effort. We need to spend money on preventing the problem rather
than dealing with the aftermath of unwanted dogs and cats.

» Your Constituents Want a Proactive, Humane Solution. About 39 percent of households own dogs
and about 34 percent of households own cats. Pet owners are interested in targeted spay/neuter
services to help reduce the kiling of homeless pets, reduce animal control costs and make our
communities safer. The public wants to see a more effective and humane solution to this crisis--
specifically, a solution that focuses on addressing the problem at the source.

Benefits of the Spay/Neuter Assistance Bill

Reduce the killing of homeless cats and dogs through an effective, targeted statewide spay/neuter surgery
network.

Supports small businesses (private veterinary clinics) throughout Washington that would perform
spay/neuter surgeries.

Save money by being proactive. Controlling the cat and dog population will save taxpayers’ dollars by
reducing the number of animals handled by local animal care and control agencies. One Washington shelter
reported the average cost to handle an animal is $120. Stray animal pickup and delivery to the shelter costs
an additional $85 to $170. For every animal that is not handled by animal control or shelters, the savings can
be significant. In many cases it costs less to alter a dog or cat than it costs to handle that same animal
through animal control and at the shelter.

Make our communities safer. Approximately 4.7 million people or nearly two percent of the US population
are bitten by dogs each year. In 2007, the Insurance Information Institute reported that dog bites accounted
for $356 million in homeowners’ liability claims. By focusing attention on spay/neuter to address the problems
of dangerous dogs, we can expect a reduced number of dog bites and injuries, less pain and suffering, lost
time, legal costs, and liability.

Success of Similar Programs

» At least eight other states have established targeted spay/neuter programs for pets of low-income
residents. A New Hampshire state program started in 1994 resulted in a 75-percent decrease in
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euthanasia and a 34-percent decrease in shelter admissions during its first few years--and reported
significant savings from reduced animal impoundment costs due to its program. These states have
shown that there is a better way to address the pet overpopulation crisis.

Key Elements of the Spay/Neuter Assistance Bills

» The purpose of the bill is to provide financial incentives and ready access to spay/neuter surgery
through a network of providers. The bill does not require pet owners to spay or neuter their cats or

dogs.
» The bill would fund approximately 65,000 additional spay/neuter surgeries on cats and dogs per

year. This is a reasonable goal, considering the hundreds of thousands of owned, unaltered cats and
dogs in Washington, and the estimated unaltered feral cat population that exceeds one million.

» The spay/neuter assistance bill would make spay/neuter surgery accessible and affordable for
owners of cats and dogs who are low income or on public assistance. The maximum copayment for a
cat spay/neuter surgery would be $10, while the maximum copayment for a dog spay/neuter surgery
would be $20. There would be no copayment required for spay/neuter surgery of feral and free-
roaming cats.

» “Cost” is a significant reason why people don’t alter their cats and dogs. By breaking down the
cost barrier, the bill will help reduce the number of unplanned litters of kitten and puppies, reduce the
impacts on local animal care and control agencies, and help prevent tens of thousands of shelter
deaths of cats and dogs.

The Funding Source: A Pet Food Fee

A fee on pet food distributed in Washington State would fund the program. It was developed as a fee, rather
than a tax, with assistance from House of Representatives finance staff.

The cost impact would be 2.5¢ per pound, and would be paid by companies that distribute pet food in
Washington State. It is NOT a retail sales tax. The fee is reasonable, appropriate, and administratively
feasible. Whether they’re low income or not, pet owners care for animals, want this program, and accept the
fee that will support it.

The fee is equitable and affordable: pet owners, not the general public, would pay for this program.

Spay/neuter assistance through this bill would not require state funds, and would not take funding away from
any other program.

Because it piggybacks on an existing fee, the funding source minimizes administrative burdens and cost.

There is no other option for solving this problem effectively. Local animal care agencies, shelters,
volunteers, and rescue groups do not have the resources to address the crisis. Donated money is
usually in short supply. In addition, residents in some areas of the state simply do not have access to
convenient and affordable spay/neuter services. It is impractical and infeasible to ask for general funds, retail
taxes, or other funding sources to address this problem.

This spay/neuter legislation is endorsed by the Washington State Federation of Animal Care and
Control Agencies; the Humane Society of the United States; the ASPCA; the Humane Society
Veterinary Medical Association; over 75 local humane societies, animal rescue groups, and other
animal welfare organizations; individual veterinarians; and thousands of individuals throughout
Washington who care for companion animals.

For more information go to www.savewashingtonpets.org or contact us at info@savewashingtonpets.org
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The Companion Animal Spay/Neuter Assistance Bill in
the Washington State Legislature: SB 5151 /HB 1226

A Message to the Veterinary Community in Washington State

The spay/neuter assistance bill, SB
5151/HB 1226, will provide funds to help
pay for spay/neuter surgeries on cats and
dogs belonging to low-income people; and
for spay/neuter surgery on feral and free-
roaming cats. The bill would not mandate
spay/neuter surgery for pets--decisions to
alter cats and dogs under the program
would be voluntary.

Under the proposed bill, surgeries would
be performed by a network of private,
public, and nonprofit veterinary clinics
throughout Washington. This effort is
needed to help end the tragic consequences of pet overpopulation in our state: Tens of
thousands of healthy, adoptable animals are euthanized each year due to space limitations in
shelters and lack of available homes.

Like you, the many people who support spay/neuter assistance legislation care deeply about
the welfare of companion animals. After learning more about this bill, we would welcome your
support. Questions? Visit our website at savewashingtonpets.org or contact advocate
coordinator Rick Hall at rick@savewashingtonpets.org or at 253-426-0238.

Key Features of the Spay/Neuter Assistance Program

» Participation by any veterinarian in the spay/neuter program would be entirely
voluntary. Because it is voluntary, the program will be designed to be attractive to
veterinarians. As is the practice in other states, it would minimize administrative burdens.
And it would ensure that veterinary spay/neuter surgery providers receive fair and
reasonable compensation.

» Surgeries would be performed on dogs and cats belonging to low-income individuals.
Funds would also be used to spay/neuter feral and free-roaming cats. To the extent funds
are available, funds would also help pay for spay/neuter surgeries for dogs and cats in the
possession of animal shelters and animal rescue organizations. That’s important to help
ensure those pets are altered before adoption.

» The program would be funded by a small fee (2.5c per pound) imposed at the distributor
level on cat and dog food. It is not a retail sales tax and would not be collected by any
veterinary clinic that sells pet food. The fee supplements an existing pet-food inspection fee
already being paid to the Washington State Department of Agriculture by companies that
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register pet food for sale in Washington. Many of these companies are familiar names:
Hills, Nestle Purina, IAMS, Royal Canin, Menu Foods, Del Monte Pet Products, and others.

» The program will save tens of thousands of cats’ and dogs’ lives. We know spay/neuter
programs are effective and the most humane solution to the companion animal
overpopulation crisis.

» An effective, statewide spay/neuter program will pay off financially over the long run. It
costs more in animal control and sheltering costs to handle unwanted animals than it does
to perform spay/neuter surgeries.

» Dogs that are intact are much more likely to cause serious bite injuries to people which
can result in liability and insurance claims. Providing affordable, accessible spay/neuter
surgery for dogs belonging to low-income individuals will help reduce the risk of serious dog
bite injuries and accompanying claims.

If you run a private veterinary clinic and wish to participate to help low-income pet owners
obtain spay/neuter surgeries for their pets, here’s how it would work. The process is
designed to be simple, guided by approaches used in other states and many communities.

1. The lead state agency (Dept. of Health or DSHS) would encourage private veterinary clinics
to enroll as spay/neuter surgery providers, and ask them to provide their list of fees for
performing spay/neuter surgeries.

2. The lead agency would review fees and establish agreements with veterinary clinics for
performing spay/neuter surgeries. Fees that are usual, customary and reasonable would be
allowed as defined by the spay/neuter bill. It is expected that rates of reimbursement would
be established for categories of spay/neuter surgeries, such a feline neuter, feline spay,
canine neuter (various weight ranges), canine spay (various weight ranges); for special
circumstances such as cryptorchid males, pregnant or in-heat females; and for related
services, such as presurgical exams and vaccinations.

3. Pet owners interested in having their pets spayed or neutered under this program would go
through a simple application process. Private veterinary clinics are not required to screen
applicants.

4. Applicants that are approved receive a voucher for spay/neuter surgery for his or her pets.
That person may take his or her pets to any participating spay/neuter surgery provider. The
pet owner would pay no more than $10 for each cat spay/neuter surgery and no more than
$20 for each dog spay/neuter surgery--the copayment amounts.

5. The veterinary clinic would send invoices to the lead agency for reimbursement for
spay/neuter surgeries performed under the program. Copies of approved spay/neuter
surgery vouchers from clients would accompany the invoices.

6. The lead agency would pay the veterinary clinic for its services.
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Veterinarians Expressing Support for the Companion Animal Spay/Neuter Assistance Legislation
Listing as of November 28, 2011
Individuals:

Dr. Kathy Haigh

Washington State Legislature

Cosponsor of HB 1226, Spay/Neuter Assistance Bill
360-786-7966

Dr. Holly Birkett

Northwest Organization for Animal Help (animal adoption and spay/neuter center)
Stanwood, Washington

360-629-7055

Dr. Janet Gray

Feral Cat Spay/Neuter Project (feline spay/neuter clinic)
Lynnwood, Washington

janet@feralcatproject.org

Dr. Steven Weinrauch

Partner, Banfield Pet Hospital
Woodinville, Washington
steven.weinrauch@banfield.net

Dr. Liz Grauer

Humane Society for Southwest Washington
Vancouver, Washington
eagevsdoc@yahoo.com

Dr. Bethany Faulkner

Lead Veterinarian, Coalition: HUMANE Spay & Neuter Clinic
Tacoma, Washington

253-627-7729

Dr. Heather Woodke

Magpie Mobile Vet

Director, Spokane Humane Society
Spokane, Washington
woodkemagpie@comcast.net

Dr. Karen Mueller

Whatcom Education, Spay & Neuter Impact Program (WeSnip)
Bellingham, Washington

karenemueller@msn.com
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Dr. Mary Norton

Kenmore Veterinary Hospital
Kenmore, Washington
425-485-6575

Dr. Kathryn Weinrauch
Northwest Animal Care Hospital
Everett, Washington
425-379-0400

Dr. Deepak Sharma
Kenmore Veterinary Hospital
Kenmore, Washington
425-516-5091

Dr. Allan Fredrickson

Director, Northwest Organization for Animal Help
Stanwood, Washington

360-625-7055

Dr. John Griffith

Kitsap Humane Society
9167 Dickey Rd NW
Silverdale, Washington
360-692-6977

Dr. Betsy Larson

Small Animal and Shelter Relief Veterinarian
647 North Hawthorne

Tacoma, Washington

253-565-8081

betlars@net-venture.com

Dr. Liz Vincenzi

Relief Veterinarian, Northwest Organization for Animal Help
Stanwood, Washington

206-683-8712

houdvet@hotmail.com

Dr. Stacy Steele

Ocean Shores Animal Hospital
Ocean Shores, Washington
karooaroo@hotmail.com
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Dr. Franklin Vincenzi

North Seattle Veterinary Clinic

10322 Lake City Way NE

Seattle, Washington

(also relief veterinarian at Northwest Organization for Animal Help)
206-683-8712

Dr. Timothy Kraabel
Lien Animal Clinic
3710 SW Alaska Street
Seattle, Washington
206-932-1133

Dr. Elizabeth Fritzler
Lien Animal Clinic
3710 SW Alaska Street
Seattle, Washington
206-932-1133

Dr. Donna Kelleher
Whole Pet Vet
Bellingham, Washington

petvet@oz.net

Dr. Marilyn Christensen
Shelter Veterinarian

Kent, Washington
drsparky2649@comcast.net

Dr. Keiko Young

PAWS Spay/Neuter Clinic
Lynnwood, Washington
425-787-2500 x262
kyoung@paws.org

Dr. Debra Nicholson
Pasado’s Safe Haven
PO Box 171

Sultan, Washington
farkle316@gmail.com

Dr. Lynn DeBroeck

VCA Redwood Animal Hospital
Redmond, Washington
425-885-6666


petvet@oz.net
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mailto:kyoung@paws.org
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Dr. Sue Moriyasu
Relief Veterinarian
sue.moriyasu@gmail.com

Dr. Erin Maillet
Relief Veterinarian
vetmaillet@gmail.com

Dr. Mark Zacharia

Edmonds-Westgate Veterinary Hospital
700 Edmonds Way

Edmonds, Washington

425-774-8801

zoctor@comcast.net

Dr. Priscilla Stockner
Stanwood, Washington
priscillastockner@mac.com

Dr. Susan Miller
Value Pet Clinic - Kent
Kent, Washington
253-638-8833

Dr. Jenifer Preston
Northwind Vet Clinic
Tenino, Washington
naturalvet@lugosoft.net

Organizations:

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association
2100 L Street NW

Washington, DC

202-452-1100
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Veterinarians Expressing Support for the Companion Animal Spay/Neuter Assistance Legislation
Listing as of November 10, 2011
Individuals:

Dr. Kathy Haigh

Washington State Legislature

Cosponsor of HB 1226, Spay/Neuter Assistance Bill
360-786-7966

Dr. Holly Birkett

Northwest Organization for Animal Help (animal adoption and spay/neuter center)
Stanwood, Washington

360-629-7055

Dr. Janet Gray

Feral Cat Spay/Neuter Project (feline spay/neuter clinic)
Lynnwood, Washington

janet@feralcatproject.org

Dr. Steven Weinrauch

Partner, Banfield Pet Hospital
Woodinville, Washington
steven.weinrauch@banfield.net

Dr. Liz Grauer

Humane Society for Southwest Washington
Vancouver, Washington
eagevsdoc@yahoo.com

Dr. Bethany Faulkner

Lead Veterinarian, Coalition: HUMANE Spay & Neuter Clinic
Tacoma, Washington

253-627-7729

Dr. Heather Woodke

Magpie Mobile Vet

Director, Spokane Humane Society
Spokane, Washington
woodkemagpie@comcast.net

Dr. Karen Mueller

Whatcom Education, Spay & Neuter Impact Program (WeSnip)
Bellingham, Washington

karenemueller@msn.com
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Dr. Mary Norton

Kenmore Veterinary Hospital
Kenmore, Washington
425-485-6575

Dr. Kathryn Weinrauch
Northwest Animal Care Hospital
Everett, Washington
425-379-0400

Dr. Deepak Sharma
Kenmore Veterinary Hospital
Kenmore, Washington
425-516-5091

Dr. Allan Fredrickson

Director, Northwest Organization for Animal Help
Stanwood, Washington

360-625-7055

Dr. John Griffith

Kitsap Humane Society
9167 Dickey Rd NW
Silverdale, Washington
360-692-6977

Dr. Betsy Larson

Small Animal and Shelter Relief Veterinarian
647 North Hawthorne

Tacoma, Washington

253-565-8081

betlars@net-venture.com

Dr. Liz Vincenzi

Relief Veterinarian, Northwest Organization for Animal Help
Stanwood, Washington

206-683-8712

houdvet@hotmail.com

Dr. Stacy Steele

Ocean Shores Animal Hospital
Ocean Shores, Washington
karooaroo@hotmail.com
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Dr. Franklin Vincenzi

North Seattle Veterinary Clinic

10322 Lake City Way NE

Seattle, Washington

(also relief veterinarian at Northwest Organization for Animal Help)
206-683-8712

Dr. Timothy Kraabel
Lien Animal Clinic
3710 SW Alaska Street
Seattle, Washington
206-932-1133

Dr. Elizabeth Fritzler
Lien Animal Clinic
3710 SW Alaska Street
Seattle, Washington
206-932-1133

Dr. Donna Kelleher
Whole Pet Vet
Bellingham, Washington

petvet@oz.net

Dr. Marilyn Christensen
Shelter Veterinarian

Kent, Washington
drsparky2649@comcast.net

Dr. Keiko Young

PAWS Spay/Neuter Clinic
Lynnwood, Washington
425-787-2500 x262
kyoung@paws.org

Dr. Lynn DeBroeck

VCA Redwood Animal Hospital
Redmond, Washington
425-885-6666

Dr. Sue Moriyasu
Relief Veterinarian
sue.moriyasu@gmail.com

Dr. Erin Maillet
Relief Veterinarian
vetmaillet@gmail.com
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Dr. Mark Zacharia

Edmonds-Westgate Veterinary Hospital
700 Edmonds Way

Edmonds, Washington

425-774-8801

zoctor@comcast.net

Dr. Priscilla Stockner
Stanwood, Washington
priscillastockner@mac.com

Dr. Susan Miller
Value Pet Clinic - Kent
Kent, Washington
253-638-8833

Dr. Jenifer Preston
Northwind Vet Clinic
Tenino, Washington
naturalvet@lugosoft.net

Organizations:

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association
2100 L Street NW

Washington, DC

202-452-1100
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